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 CALENDAR 

Meetings  

 
Nov 5 – Abandoned: The Untold Story of the 
Orphan Trains by Michael Keene (Video) 

 
Dec 3 – “Golden Books” presented by Holly 
Everson 

Jan.—No meeting 

Meetings are held at the Monroe, WI Public 

Library at 10:00 a.m. on the first Saturday of 

the month. 

  

Credit Card Payments 
 
We are now able to take Credit Card pay-
ments. Currently we can take credit card pay-
ments for memberships, workshops, and 
some publications. We will be working over 
the next couple of months to make more of 
our products available for credit card pur-
chase. We are also able to receive credit 
card payments for research records also by 
sending an invoice by which credit card pay-
ment can be made. We also will be taking 
credit card payments at the research center/
meetings with a terminal. We are excited to 
provide this service to our members and re-
searchers.  
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Research Center Hours 

Tuesday 10 am  - 3 pm 

Other times by appointment:  Contact 

Bill Holland  608-325-2990 

Donations through                 

AmazonSmile 

AmazonSmile is a website operated by Am-
azon that lets you enjoy the same wide se-
lection of products, low prices, and conven-
ient shopping features as on Amazon.com. 
The difference is that when you shop on 
AmazonSmile smile.amazon.com), the Am-
azonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of 
the purchase price to the eligible charitable 
organization of your choice (that’s us – 
Green County Genealogical Society).  

Green County Surnames List 
 
We are updating the surname listing on the 
web. If you have Green County surnames 
and would like to add yours, please send 
us the information to : 

info@greencogenealogywi.org  with the 
header Surnames. Be sure to check to 
make sure you are not already on the list.  

mailto:info@greencogenealogywi.org


 

Green County Genealogical Society   Oct-Dec 2022 2

Sandy WIlle 

 

Newspaper Deadlines 

Dec. 10— Jan thru March Newsletter 

March 10—April thru June Newsletter 

June 10—July thru Sept Newsletter 

Sept 10—Oct thru Dec Newsletter 

We welcome your contributions to the 
newsletter.  Send to DLB56@aol.com  
(Debra Bailey Trail) editor.   

Thanks. 

 

 

 

 

President’s Message 
 
It is good to have our routine back with 
monthly meetings. We enjoyed Sandy Wille, 
all decked out in her Norwegian attire, shar-
ing about her ancestor from Brodhead. 
Sandy discovered how important it was to 
research those indirect ancestors to learn 
more about our direct ancestors. We also 
had a chance to peak at Sandy’s research 
and her methods. Of course, it’s always fun 
to hear about the history of Cheese Days, 
especially with the return of Cheese Days 
after 4 years. Sherry Anderegg took us back 
through those early days of Cheese Days at 
our September meeting. It was fun to share 
in the history and early photos.   
 
At our upcoming October meeting, Sister 
Sharon Headley will be sharing about Fami-
lySearch. It’s been several years since we 
have had any classes on FamilySearch. Sis-
ter Headley and her husband, Elder Mark 
Headley, are missionaries for The Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints. We will 
learn how to use the FREE FamilySearch 
website for your genealogical research. In-
cluded will be: How to set up your own free 
FamilySearch account; How to search rec-
ords for your ancestors; Learning about 
where your family came from. After hearing 
Sister Headley's intro to FamilySearch you 
may desire to learn more or would like some 
help. She will have a sign-up sheet for indi-
vidual or small group help.  
 
November we will watch Abandoned: The 
Untold Story of the Orphan Trains by Mi-
chael Keene and in December “Wisconsin’s 
Golden Book Lady” Holly Everson will be 
here sharing about her Golden Book Collec-
tion. That will bring back lots of good child-
hood memories. We will also have a potluck 
meal together to celebrate the holiday sea-
son.  
 
It’s wonderful to be back together again. I 
am looking forward to seeing you at our up-
coming meetings. Happy Holidays! 
 
Ginny Gerber 
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Trail’s Mix 

Well, another year is slowly slipping away.  
Have you ever thought back on when you 
started your genealogy and what tools you 
had.  I sure have. 

Started nearly 40 years ago using books at 
the library and family that would answer 
questions (we won’t even go there).  Writing 
requests for documents etc by hand until I 
had a typewriter to pound on (not electric), 
waiting for return mail and sometimes getting 
family to answer questions. 

Slowly the computer came into use, bulletin 
boards with interest groups to check into and 
easier way to keep your notes and write 
more letters. 

Eventually the digital world came into exist-
ence and my oh my did the research fly 
then.  Emails to send to people, libraries with 
databases you can research, and then the 
biggees  Ancestry.com, Genealo-
gybank.com, etc. And many genealogy soci-
eties and historical societies put their infor-
mation on line which include volunteers that 
would look up information for you in their ar-
ea.  WOW.   And those connections weren’t 
just in the United States.  Other counties 
have them too.  

I often sit back and wonder where would my 
research be today if it wasn’t for digital age 
and all those volunteers near and far that will 
help you find stuff.   

Amazing!  

One last thought—back up your software!!! 
Once a month is good or more often if you 
are in an intense research time and getting 
lots of data. 

Happy Hunting. 

 

  

 

 

.THE CHRISTMAS BIRD 

Every Christmas for several years, we ex-
changed “The Christmas Bird”. It all started 
with a rummage sale at my brothers. The 
bird picture was set on a table with a price 
on it. Ugly!!! And it seemed to follow me with 
its one eye. No one wanted it! It was a pea-
cock looking bird with very ugly colored 
feathers. 
 
I made the mistake of voicing that I did NOT 
like that picture and at the end of the sale, I 
threw it in the trash. One of my brothers res-
cued it. The following Christmas, I received 
a beautifully wrapped gift. No tag who it 
might be from. These two brothers were al-
ways playing pranks on me, but I didn’t con-
sider the gift from them as it was wrapped 
too pretty. I should have known better as 
they both had silly grins on their faces. 

I carefully unwrapped and there it was. It be-
came known as “The Christmas Bird”. The 
note on the back stated it was to be placed 
in a visible place for the year and then 
passed on to someone else. Write your 
name on the back and the year you received 
it.  I hung it in the “mud” room. 
 
It was passed around for about 30 years and 
it is still floating around somewhere. We 
don’t all get together like we used to so it is 
probably packed away. Everyone in the fam-
ily and some friends had a turn. I only wish 
we had taken a picture of the person and 
where it had been hung. Maybe it will resur-
face sometime and we can continue the tra-
dition as it has gone through three genera-
tions of family. 
 
Do you have a “family tradition”? We would 
love to hear about it. 
 

Donna 

Kjendlie 
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Remembering Lillian Slocum 
 
(Born: 16 Nov 1932 and died 
on 06 April 2022.  Founding 
member of GCGS.) 
 
On September 6 Donna, 
Ginny and Evelyn met with 
Bob Slocum, Lillian’s daugh-
ter, Barbara Hefty and 
grandson, Jeff Hefty. We 
had a joyful and tearful time 
of remembering Lillian.  

 
Lillian loved her family, her genealogy fami-
ly, her church family, and her Lord Jesus. 
Since Lillian was 7 years old, she had kept 
a daily diary. Her granddaughter is now in 
possession of 82 years of the life of Lillian. 
What a treasure to leave behind for your 
family. Lillian was an avid reader and espe-
cially enjoyed American History and the 
wars. She also enjoyed going to the casino 
and doing sudoku puzzles.  
 
Genealogy was her first love. Bob said she 
always had a name she was researching 
on her computer. He would call out to her 
at 1:00 in the morning, “Lillian, come to 
bed.” (We all know what that is like.) Then 
in the middle of the night she would give a 
victory cry, “I found him!”.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jeff, Bob and Barb 

 

 
One day, a church friend asked her if she 
would help her with some genealogical re-
search. She was sure there was royalty in 
her family line. By this time, Lillian wasn’t 
doing research for others but said she 
would do a little checking. We all know 
what a little checking does and soon Lillian 
was hooked into the research. She found 
that her friend did descend from royalty 
but also, she was related to the Slocums. 
So, Bob not only descends from a royal 
line, but he has a 32

nd
 cousin! 

 
Lillian had requested that once her estate 
was settled that Bob decide on the memo-
rial gift to the Genealogical Society. We 
are very thankful and appreciative to Bob, 
Barbara, and Jeff for the large donation to 
the society. We all miss Lillian very much! 

Ginny, Bob, Donna and Evelyn 
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Use Cloud Convert—contd 

) into more compressed .JPG files. The re-
sult is reduced image size without losing 
the image quality. It is widely used in web 
publishing to reduce the image size main-
taining the image quality. 

CloudConvert is a cloud-based application. 
That is, the program runs from a web site. 
There is no software to install in your com-
puter. It works equally well on Windows, 
Macintosh, Linux, Chromebooks, and even 
on mobile devices running Android or Ap-
ple iOS (iPhone, iPad, and iPod Touch). 

For occasional use, CloudConvert doesn't 
charge. If you convert files smaller than 1 
gigabyte and use less than 25 file conver-
sions a day, CloudConvert's services are 
free of charge. For high volume users, 
CloudConvert does charge fees as de-
scribed at https://cloudconvert.com/pricing. 
I suspect most in-home users will never 
encounter a need for fees. 

CloudConvert is one of those useful web 
tools that you may not need immediately. 
But, the next time you say, "I can't open 
this file...," give it a try. CloudConvert may 
be able to convert that file you can't use 
into one you can. 

CloudConvert is available at https://
cloudconvert.com. 

Editors Note:  If get a chance to try these 
service please feel free to send us an arti-
cle about your experience. 

 

 

 

 

 

Use Cloud Convert to Convert a File from 
One Format to Another 
 
25 Aug 2022 3:46 PMAnonymous 

Courtesy: Dick Eastman Genealogy Newsletter 

Here is a web site you probably should book-
mark: https://cloudconvert.com. You probably 
won't need to use it often but when you do 
have a need, it can be a lifesaver. Best of all, it 
is a free service if you only want to convert a 
few files. However, if you want to convert doz-
ens of files, there is a modest charge. 

CloudConvert converts almost any file from 
one format to almost any other format. It recog-
nizes files in more than 200 different formats. I 
find it useful for converting PNG images into 
JPG format. It also can turn a PDF file into a 
DOCX file, which you may open in Microsoft 
Word, LibreOffice, or Google Docs. It also can 
convert Macintosh Keynote presentation files 
into PowerPoint PPTX files. In fact, CloudCon-
vert can convert about 200 different file formats 
into other file formats. It can also convert an 
entire web page into PDF, JPG, or PNG for-
mats. 

I find that CloudConvert does an excellent job 
of converting PDF files into editable .DOC 
or .DOCX files as its translation seems to be 
very accurate. 

CloudConvert also allows you to extract audio 
from a video file. For example, I selected 
a .MOV file and converted it to .MP3 format. 
That gave me an audio-only .MP3 file. It also 
converts .MOV video files into .MP4 video files 
as well. 

Did you download a video from the web, only to 
find it doesn't display in your computer's video 
player? CloudConvert probably can fix the 
problem for you. 

CloudConvert will also convert files into more 
efficient versions of file formats. For instance, 
you can use the service to convert .JPG files  

https://cloudconvert.com/pricing
https://cloudconvert.com/
https://cloudconvert.com/
https://cloudconvert.com/
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Share Your Story 
 

By  

Rickie Geiger Durst Tschabold Leuen-
berger Friedli 

 

My reason for writing is to thank the New 
Glarus Historical Society, especially Erica 
Loeffelholz for helping me before I arrived 
in NG, and after I was there to locate my 
Geiger/Durst family information and head-
stones and to learn more about my rela-
tives. Bob Elmer’s informative newsletters 
gave me addresses to see the Duerst 
homes which are still in NG, and back-
ground on some family members for which 
I am also thankful. Special thanks to Karen 
Brugger, relative by marriage, (Roger) and 
“tour guide extraordinaire,” for driving me 
to Thomann’s place, cemeteries, and fami-
ly homes, and to Monroe. Also, thanks to 
Judie Heitz, an ex-member of Questers of 
Monroe, who knows so many people, and 
got me into closed places, and drove me to 
Clarno and toured me all over Monroe, for 
two days. I am truly blessed by the Histori-
cal and Genealogical groups in Monroe, 
and Monticello, too. I was amazed that the 
Monroe and Darlington Courthouses al-
lowed me to do old record research and 
were so nice. 
 
My grandmother wrote a letter that I came 
across which told me a little about her Wis-
consin roots. I just had to check out where 
my family began in the USA. My Father 
was pure Swiss. I see and am in frequent 
contact with my Switzerland families. Fun-
ny, how I know the Switzerland genealogy 

up to the 1700’s, and when they came to 
the USA. But, I had little knowledge of their 
American lives beginnings.  

What brought me to NG and the Green 
County towns of Monticello, Monroe, Clar-
no, and Lafayette County towns of Lamont, 
and Darlington was a Convention for 
Questers International in Milwaukee. I had 
applied for a grant and expected to pick up  

 

 

Share Your Story –contd 
 

up a check there for our Questers project in 
Livermore, CA, where I currently live. We are 
helping the Livermore Heritage Guild restore a 
one room school house. Unfortunately, due to 
Covid, funds were limited, and I did not pick up 
a check. As much as I was disappointed, the 
real gift was my experience in Green County 
and its wonderful, friendly, and giving folks.  
 
I am Rickie Friedli/Giono. I live east of San 
Francisco, CA. I am divorced. I retired from 
30+ years as a Dental Hygienist, then 5 years 
as a Certified Paralegal for a law firm in Walnut 
Creek, CA specializing in Trust, Estate Plan-
ning and Probate. I have been a tax preparer, 
Notary, and a travel agent. I have traveled all 
over the world.  

.I was born 12/29/1946, in and raised in Seat-
tle, WA. I have one younger sister, Carolyn, 
born in Seattle, who is a retired High School 
and Vocational teacher, married to Bob Burre-
son, and living in Olympia, WA. Neither of us 
have children. My Father, Richard Gottfried 
Friedli, b. 3/9/1924, in Inglewood, CA d. 
1/20/1995, Seattle, WA. and his 2 brothers, 
now deceased,  Robert Edward “Bob,” and Wil-
liam John “Bill” were proud Swiss men, who 
could fix anything and lived in Seattle. My fa-
ther taught me, well. My Father was a Machin-
ist, Tool and Die maker and Superintendent of 
PACAR Machine Shops in Renton, WA. My sis 
and I are very independent and handy. Of all of 
the 7 of us cousins, only one had 2 children, 
who now has 5 grandchildren. No Friedli name 
exists, now. My Mother was Rene Edith 
Kabrine Friedli, b. 4/10/1925, d. 12/15/2013, of 
Polish and Russian descent. She had no sib-
lings.  

My name was given to me as it was my Grand-
mother Rachel’s nickname. They called her 
Rick or Radie. My Father was never Richard, 
but “Dick.” He disliked Richard. I dislike Rick. 
Rickie is fine. It is a conversation starter for a 
woman. 
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Share Your Story –contd 
 

in Dodgeville, WI. Brother Otto, was a 
cheesemaker in Brodhead, and Monroe. I do 
know the Advance Cheese Factory which is 
a house, now, was down the road from the 
Robert Friedli dairy farm. I believe that is 
where they took their milk and made cheese. 
Otto left Monroe and began his own Portland 
Cheese Company, in Portland, OR. after liv-
ing in Seattle, for a short while. He had 
worked for Kraft, too. I grew up with him, and 
his daughter, Helen, her children and grand-
children. We still have annual reunions in 
Beaverton, OR. However, Helen Friedli mar-
ried Bob Irish and her brother Carl never 
married. So, no named Friedli’s there, either. 

 I was hoping to learn where the Tschabold’s 
and Friedli’s had met. I do know my grand-
mother Rachel Tschabold moved to Clarno, 
in 1911, after working in Cherokee, IA, for 3 
years, where her half-sister lived. Rachel’s 
family had moved to Marvell, Arkansas, and 
the Gottfried Friedli’s, always did live there. 
My grandmother wrote how she enjoyed the 
Robert Friedli farm in Clarno. Perhaps that is 
how she met her prospective husband? And 
Robert’s nephew, John Friedli? Or did they 
meet in Marvell, AR.? I guess I will never 
know. One thing is for sure, I have Green 
County roots, and Swiss blood, and I couldn’t 
be more proud. 

 

Share Your Story –contd 
 

I must begin at what I thought was the begin-
ning. I can now go further back. But, I will begin 
with my great great grandmother who was Ur-
sula Geiger, b.1834, Elm,   d. 1892, and who 
married in 1854, Thomas Duerst, b. 1823, 
Diesbach, d. 1892, Clarno. My great grand-
mother Rachel Durst b. 1863, NG, d. 1941, 
Marvell, AR, was second wife (m. 1881) to Da-
vid Tschabold (III), cheesemaker. b. 1847, Er-
lenbach d. 1920, Marvell, AR. My Tschabold 
relatives still live in Eschlen, Erlenbach area. I 
am in contact with them. My grandmother Ra-
chel Tschabold, b. 1890, Lamont, WI, d. 1958, 
Seattle, WA.  Of 6 siblings, 3 were born in La-
mont, and 3 were born in Washington Tnsp, 
(Monticello), in 1882, 1884, and 1886, before 
living in Lamont. My great grandfather, David, 
worked and the family lived at Thomann 
Cheese Factory which is now a home. They left 
there in 1886, for Lamont. They later moved to 
Clarno and Monroe. David had also made 
Swiss and Limburger cheese in a factory in 
Clarno. Perhaps Advance Cheese Factory? 
They lived in Monroe, in 1901, for one year. In 
1904, they moved to a small farm in Marvell, 
AR due to Rachel’s younger sister’s poor 
health. David farmed cotton and was a 
Cheesemaker, there. My grandmother Rachel 
Tschabold, married John Thomas Friedli, born 
1887, in Pittsburg, KY, near Bernstadt, KY, an-
other Swiss colony. He died in 1948, in Marvell, 
AR, while visiting his sister. His Father was 
Gottfried, Friedli, b. 1863, Bannwil, Canton 
Bern, d. 1937, in Marvell, AR. Gottfried worked 
in the Kentucky mines making wagon wheels 
and repairing them. He went to Kentucky, in 
1881, because there was “free” land. However, 
it was not good land for them to work. So, the 
family left for Arkansas.   

Gottfried Friedli’s brother, Robert b. 1857, d. 
1940, came to USA in 1885, and had sons that 
were dairymen and farmers in Clarno, sec. 24, 
Green County, and his granddaughter, Frieda, 
married Dan Nafzger, a farmer of Monroe. An-
other brother, Emil, was a dairyman and farmer 
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GREEN COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY PUBLICATIONS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shipping and handling—CD’s are $3    Books are $3 for 1st book and $2 for each additional 
 
Send check to Green County Genealogical Society, 925 16th Ave, Monroe, WI 53566  Enter quantity you want in quantity col.   
 
Annual membership is $15.00  per year and entitles members to 10% discounts on publications. 
Year runs from Jan 1-Dec 31. If you wish hard copy, please remit $22.00  to cover postage.  

NAME 
  

ADDRESS 
  

 PHONE 
  

EMAIL ADDRESS 

Total book price Amount paid                    $ 

Membership Amount paid                    $ 

DATE                                         Cash or check #?? Total amount paid           $ 
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GCGS OFFICERS 

 

PRESIDENT:  Ginny Gerber    ginny.gerber@gmail.com 

VICE PRESIDENT:  Donna Kjendlie  genysearcher@gmail.com 

TREASURER:  Suzann Holland   suzann@suzannholland.com 

SECRETARY:  Evelyn Crooks   raisinlady69@gmail.com 

 

 

DIRECTORS—Appointed: 

Newsletter—Debra Bailey Trail    dlb56@aol.com 

Website—Ginny Gerber    ginny.gerber@gmail.com 

Librarian—Donna Long Kjendlie   genysearcher@gmail.com 

 

DIRECTORS—Elected: 

Program Chair—  

Sargent at Arms— 

At Large—Bill Holland, Sandy Wille, Nita Halverson, Jean Homan 

 

 

Hospitality—Tamae Morrison   tmorrison3918@gmail.com  

GCGS Meeting and Contact Information: 

info@greencogenealogywi.org 

Website:  http://www.greencogenealogywi.org 

 

Meetings are at 10 a.m. on the first Saturday of the month.  They are usually held in the Monroe 

Public Library located at 925-16th Ave.  Monroe, WI.  We are in the community meeting room on 

the second floor. 

We invite you to join us.  

 

Name____________________________________________________________________ Date:_________________ 

 

Address________________________________________   Email ________________________________________ 

 

City_______________________________________ State____________ Zip__________ Phone No. ___________ 

 

This is a _______ Renewal  _____ New   ______Sponsored Membership 

 

 I would like to give an additional donation of $________ 

 

What topics are you interested in learning about? ___________________________________ 

 

Your surnames ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Membership Fee  $15.00  (EMAILED NEWSLETTER)  $22.00 (POSTAL NEWSLETTER) 

 

I do ____  do not ____ give my permission to have my information printed in any handouts, newsletters or publica-

tions that GCGS may develop.  If the box do not is not marked permission is granted. 
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Green County Genealogical Society Research Center  
925 16 th Ave. 
Monroe, WI  53566 
 
Hours Tues and 3rd Sat 10-3  
1st Sat 1-3 other times by appt 608-921-1537  (Donna Long Kjendlie) 

WEBSITE:    http://www.greencogenealogywi.org/ 
EMAIL:        info@greencogenealogywi.org 
 
Contributions to Green County Genealogical Society, Inc. are deductible under section 170 of 
the IRS code.  We are now a 501(c)3 organization.  Please keep us in mind if you have arti-
cles, memorabilia, donations or other gifts in kind. 

Green County Genealogical Society Inc. 

925—16th Ave. 

Monroe, WI  53566 

 

                           First Class Postage 


