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 Calendar 

Meetings & Field Trips 

Meetings are held at the Monroe, WI Pub-

lic Library at 10:00 a.m. on the first Saturday of the 

month. 

June 6 , 2015 Early Industrialists of Stephenson 

County  Dr. Edward Finch, former  executive director 

of the Stephenson County Historical Society and Mu-

seum, will explore the careers of Jacob and John 

Henney, Daniel Stover, and W.T. Raleigh, Stephen-

son County Industrialists who helped shape the histo-

ry of this area.   

July 4, 2015  NO MEETING Celebrate the 4th. A 

field trip or research trip to be determined for later in 

the July. 

August 1, 2015   Orphan Train History Carol Chan-

dler, a retired registered nurse and active volunteer 

from Dixon, IL, will share her knowledge of Orphan 

Trains  

September  5, 2015 Wisconsin Words  - If you’ve 

lived in Wisconsin “from little on” or even if you’ve 

been here for only a short time, you’re probably aware 

that the words and ways of Wisconsinites can be 

unique.  

October 3, 2015     Blackhawk War – Patrick Jung, 
author of two books on the Blackhawk war, will speak 
on the Blackhawk War in the state-line area. He will 
share tips for those researching ancestors that were 
in the militia. 
 
November 7, 2015 Sanborn Insurance Maps – 
Learn about the buildings your ancestors lived in and 
near, worked in, and worshiped in from this webinar 
developed by Lori B. Bessler, Reference Librarian 
and Outreach Coordinator of the Wisconsin Historical 
Society. 
 
December 5, 2015 Glessner House and Genealogy 
– Jim Glessner from Monroe will speak on his family 
research back to his sixth great grandfather in Germa-
ny and the Glessner House in Chicago. 
 

 
Other Events Nearby 
 
June 6 “ Healing the Heart of Democracy: 
Words and Music,” Monroe Arts Center, 7:30 pm. 
            $10 adult fee/MAC members free 
 
 
 

Obituary for H P PRINTER 
 
We are sorry to announce that on April 14

th
, H P 

expired after a long run.  Death came unexpect-
edly when it was noticed that the death was hem-
orrhaging out.  CPR was done by mopping up the 
leakage but to no avail. She had done her job 
well and will be missed. 
 
It was originally adopted by Sherry Anderegg 
from a donation. Other survivors are the staff at 
the Genealogy Center. 
 
Proper burial will take place by placing her parts 
in the recycle bin so that her parts can be used 
once again. 
 
On another note, we 
are still waiting for 
confirmation on the 
commercial printer. 
 
Stay tuned!!!   
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Things 

Do you have photos for Green County  you’d like to 

share or photos you’d like help trying to identify?  

Send them to DLB56@aol.com and we’ll put them in 

newsletter.   We can also put them on the website if 

you would like, just let me know. 

 

We Need Your Tidbits 

Feel free to send us "tidbits" that might be interesting 
to put in the newsletter.  Don't forget to include the 
source of those tidbits.  This is  your newsletter and 
we welcome your contributions. 
 
 

Used Ink Cartridges 

Don't forget to bring your used ink cartridges to the 

Research Center.  We can recycle them and earn 

some money to purchase office supplies for the cen-

ter. 

 

Website Update 

As of this newsletter the old website on rootsweb no 

longer exist except to redirect people to our  new web-

site at : 

http://www.greencogenealogywi.org/ 

If you have been there check it out.   

 

Newspaper Clippings 

 

 

 

From the President  

Spring has sprung finally!  We are having beau-
tiful weather here in Wisconsin.  It is very hard to 
stay at the research center when the tempera-
ture is almost 70. I hope that all of you are en-
joying being outside too. 
 
Our days at the center are very busy, so busy in 
fact that we have had to add another day for the 
volunteers to work.  A recent day saw 14 people 
trying to find a space to get something done. An 
additional table was necessary. 
 
If you would like to help out on a different day, 
please contact Evelyn or Donna Krebs. If you 
need phone numbers, contact me.  It is a nice 
dilemma to have!!! 
 
Our cabinet drawer work is coming along nicely 
and is giving us lots of info.  The library catalog-
ing has necessitated moving books to be able to 
put everything on shelves. Our shelving items 
are constantly being moved to accommodate 
everything. 
 
Our April lock-in was held on April 17

th
 and sev-

eral had signed up for it. The next one will be in 
October with a round table of members sharing 
their expertise. 
 
Your President has finally found a house in 
Monroe and may be moved in by the time you 
are reading this.  It has been a long search but 
finally coming to an end.  I wanted to sort and 
organize and not have to bring everything, but 
we all know how that goes.  In order to list my 
home here, we have to “clean out the clutter”  
Say what??  The realtor doesn’t understand my 
piles of genealogy organization.  Almost there 
tho. 
 
The move will bring me closer to my children 
and allow less driving each week so will have 
more time for helping at the center. 
 
Have a wonderful spring and summer and find 
all your genealogical answers. Or at least, have 
fun trying. 

 

Happy Searching                        

Donna Long Kjendlie 
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German American Resources—contd 
 
resettled an area. An example would be the Mennon-
ites. New Glarus was settled as the result of an emigra-
tion society sponsored by the Swiss government. 
 
Dates and town names are important because borders 
of countries were constantly changing and towns being 
renamed by the new government and often new lan-
guage. Civil records were particularly affected. The first 
time there was a unified Germany was in 1871. Prior to 
that date, the people came from Prussia, Bavaria, etc. 
Civil records were not mandatory before 1871. Reli-
gions didn’t follow political boundaries. The various 
German dialects also didn’t necessary follow the politi-
cal boundaries. Low German was from the lowlands 
(not from those low on the social scale). Middle German 
was from the middle ground and High German was 
spoken in the high land (Alps.) The written language is 
the same. Script was not standardized until the ‘20’s 
and not taught in German schools until the ‘40’s. Be 
aware that first, second and third generation German-
speaking immigrants often would insert English words , 
spelt using German phonetics into their writing.  

In preparation for researching, write down ancestors’ 
first and last names and all spelling variations. Be sure 
to include maiden names and surnames for all marriag-
es. Include any titles and professional affiliations, and 
family status that might be used in conjunction with their 
names. Include English (or other versions) of names. 
Be sure to record where you find information and who 
recorded it. Be aware that names were often recycled. 
The “official” name often was not used, but a Rufname, 
or name they are known by. Often that name would be 
underlined in German records. Be prepared for mis-
spellings to occur, particularly in census records, as the 
census takers didn’t ask for the correct spelling and 
most likely didn’t speak German. Church records could 
also be in French or Latin or other languages depend-
ing on the area they came from. The person may have 
moved around Europe before emigrating and may have 
stayed for a while in a different town before leaving for 
America.  

Go to mki.wis.edu for the Max Kade searchable online 
catalog and a referral list for transcriptionists and trans-
lations. Antje recommended always getting a character 
by character transcription from the German script be-
fore getting the translation. The Max Kade site also has 
links to external resources 
and lists the workshops and 
classes they hold. Be sure 
to check out the German 
research books in our Re-
search Library. There are 
quite a few on a nice variety 
of subjects. 

German American Resources 
March Meeting  Topic 

 
By: Sharon Mitchell 
 
We finally got to hear Antje Petty of Max Kade Insti-
tute at our March meeting. She told us about the 
resources available at Max Kade which include Ger-
man language publications published in North Amer-
ica and their archival collection of personal docu-
ments such as diaries, local German speaking busi-
ness and society documents and histories, and other 
German language documents. These records are 
valuable even if they are not from our ancestor be-
cause they show us what life was like for our Ger-
man-speaking ancestors. They do have some family 
histories. She mentioned that they do not have ship 
passenger lists. 
 
The key to doing German research is to know the 
town the person came from. Before trying to re-
search in the homeland, Antje told us we should 
know names (considering all possible spellings) and 
dates, their religious affiliation in Europe, town of 
origin, date of emigration and/or immigration, profes-
sional affiliations and social status. This information 
can often be found in census records, naturalization 
records, passport applications, and land records. 
Church records also often note where the family was 
from in the old country. The biggest challenge is that 
these church records are most often in German and 
German script. Be sure to look for family documents 
and consider family stories as they often have clues 
that help in your research. Look for German-
American newspapers where they settled. They are 
a good source for obituaries, family events and 
news. Look for county and local histories that may 
give the town or origin for your ancestor. You can 
contact an archivist in the community they settled in. 
Look for a museum, county/state historical/
genealogical society, or public library.  

Antje gave us a quick history of German immigra-
tion. The first large wave came in the 1850’s from 
southwestern Germany. There was a slow down 
during the American Civil War. After the Civil War, 
the majority of German immigrants were from north-
west Germanic countries. The 1880’s saw the larg-
est group coming from the northeast coastal areas.  

Many times immigrants were part of chain migration. 
One person came over first. Then they would write 
back to family and/or neighbors who would follow 
Later. If you are having trouble finding out infor-
mation on your ancestor, you must use the census 
records to find neighbors who came from the same 
area. Researching them will sometimes give clues 
as to where your ancestor came from. Wander mi-
gration describes groups that came over and  
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Identifying Photos by the Clothing  
 

 

Leslie Bellais, Curator of Social History at the Wis-
consin Historical Museum, told us that the rich and 
the poor wore clothes made of the same cut and con-
struction. The fashions were just made from different 
fabrics depending on social class and wealth. An 
outline of ways to date fashion by decade follows. 
 
1840’s Women –Victorian period begins 

V Bodice/waist –  
Tight sleeve with sleeve cup 
Collar and white ribbon cuffs 
Hair close to head – bun in back – center part 
Cartridge pleating 
Sleeves - off shoulder armscyes (armholes) 
 

1840’s Men 

 Deep, wide lapels – almost meet sleeve seam 

 Clean shaven 

 Suit pieces will not match 

 Tall, soft collar 

 This was the beginning of the all black suit era. 

(Lincoln) 
 
1850’s Women 

 Armscyes slide off shoulder 

 Wide sleeve and under sleeve 

 Only to see hand and face – no other skin is to 

show 

 4-6 petticoats 

 Hoop invented –(1856) all wire 

 Flat, wide, rounded collar 

 Sometimes wide ruffles on skirt 

 Hair can be fuller around head or have a few 

ringlets 

 Off the shoulder armscyes 

 Collars flat and fairly wide - up to 3” 

 
1850’s Men 

 Sweep of hair across forehead – tuffs off the side 

 Most clean shaven – some beards 

 Bowtie goes into lapel area - really wide bow tie! 

 Last decade where coat and vest don’t match 

 Hair sweeps across forehead -only women have 

center part 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                            Cond. 

Trail’s Mix 

By :  Debra Bailey Trail 

 
So, is your family tree just straight up the trunk 
and only branch(es) to immediate family or is it 
lots of twigs running off main branches.  I find I 
have lots of twigs!  When I run into distant con-
nections back to an ancestor, I like to add that 
person’s limb to my tree so I know in the future 
what connection that person is.  Now I don’t mean 
adding the next door neighbors that knew my an-
cestors to the actual tree, those I can account for 
in my notes by saying who they are, where they 
lived, and the information they provided. 
 
Along those same lines I had not done much re-

search into the ancestry of my Dad’s first wife until 

lately.  A few of my nieces and nephews from that 

line started to ask what I knew so I’ve been ex-

panding the limb.  Definitely have some stories on 

their great grandma there – ran off from family 

home with farm laborer and was arrested at the 

hotel they were at and charged with an offense 

(still trying to get those records but newspaper 

accounts are fun reading).  Then she disappears 

or at least I haven’t found her yet.   

While tracing her background I had my first need 
to get a request for a copy of a 1904 Iowa mar-
riage certificate NOTARIZED!  Yes, notarized.  
When I sent in the check and notarized form I in-
cluded a note asking for a copy of the marriage 
application too, knowing there is often more infor-
mation on the application then the actual certifi-
cate.   Well, I got the certificate back in quick time 
with post-it attached to my note re the application 
that said “you must (underlined) come in person to 
view the application”.  Hopefully this application 
issue will be resolved via the Iowa State Genea-
logical Society who seem to have those records 
there and for half the cost and no notarization!  
Guess that means next time when looking for vital 
records checking the state Genealogy Society is 
good thing too.  I usually check state archives but 
hadn’t thought of state Genealogy Society before.   
 
In conclusion, don’t forget to check all options 

when trying to obtain a record—county offices 

where event occurred, state archives, county ge-

nealogy (and historical) societies and the state 

genealogy society. 
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Identifying Photos by the Clothing  
-contd 

 

1860’s Women 

 Still wear hoops but flatter (oval) 

 Waist shorter – round waist no point 

 Narrow white collars 

 Coat or Bishop sleeves 

 Off the shoulder armscyes – now a coat sleeve 

 Introduction of hats (bonnets but no hats before 

1860’s) 

 Hair may be brushed back to reveal ears 

 Earrings worn until 1870’s – then out of fashion until 

1920’s 

 Hair center part – brushed back close to head with a 

bun 

 
1860’s Men 

 Wide but shorter lapels 

 Smaller bowties 

 Pants super baggy – before tight and tapered 

 High silk top hats – highest in this time period 

 Start of facial hair – sideburn to mustache look 
 
Early 1870’s Women 

 Hoop collapses 

 Round, high-waisted bustle 

 Coat sleeve with wide cuff up on shoulder 

 V or square neckline filled with lace 

 Ruching popular 

 Lots of false hair pieces 

 Hair tends to be big and worn up 

 Armscyes at shoulder 

 Hair can hang down in back 

 Wear 2 symmetrical skirts – over and under 
Short waisted 

 
Late 1870’s to Early 1880’s Women 

 Bustle slowly disappears 

 Bodice lengthens 

 Bodice tight thru hips – start to see hips 

 Skirt narrows – hard to take big steps 

 Overskirt disappears 

 Ruching popular in 1870’s 

 Panier drapery in 1880’s 

 Invert V shape in skirt – pleating very big 

 White lace tie for women 

 Identifying Photos by the Clothing  
-contd 

 First sized Butterick Patterns in 1866 

 Sewing machine invented in 1830’s – household 

item in 1850’s – everyone had them in 1870’s 

 Magazines such as Harper’s Bazaar previously had 

patterns in them, but had to be enlarged 

  
1870’s Men 

 Facial hair – big beards! 

 Hair – neater and smaller 

 Wide lapels – binding along lapels 

 Used oil in hair – pomade 

 Cut out bowtie fits in collar 

 Soft detachable collar  
 Padding high in suits  
 

1880’s Women 

 Bustle returns – flat top – long waisted 

 Very tight bodice and sleeves 

 Draped skirt – sometimes not symmetrical 

 Multiple fabrics 

 Vertical look from front 

 Lots of tiny buttons on bodice 

 Small hair usually with curls 

 Stand-up collar 1” – 2” high 

 White lace ruffles at collar through 1884 

 Hat – no brim 
 

1880’s Men 

 3 pc. Suit in same fabric 

 Lapel very short and shallow –shows almost no 

shirt  

 Can buy off the rack now but doesn’t fit well 

 
1890’s Women 

 Bustle collapses 

 Decade of puffy sleeves 

 Small waist 

 Full flared gored skirt 

 Hourglass shape 

 Small hair with small bun or topknot 

 Stand up collar 2”-3” high 
 

    contd 
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Identifying Photos by the Clothing  
-contd 

1890’s Men 

 Mustaches with handlebar 

 See neckties now 

 Soft or very hard collars 

 Lapels wider and deeper 

 Neatly groomed hair 

  
1900’s Women (Edwardian Era) 

 Swan shape or s-curved body 

 Health corset – flat in front 

 Gored lily-shaped skirt sometimes with mer-

maid tail 

 Blousy look 

 Sleeves narrow then becoming puffy (droopy 

wrist) 

 Hair becomes bigger  

 Hats grow larger as well 

 
1900’s Men 

 Tall stiff stand-up collar 

 Neatly groomed hair 

 Moustache sometimes a goatee 

 Center parts become an option 

 

Submitted by:  Sherry Anderegg & 

  Sharon Mitchell 

 

 

Leslie Bellias 

 

Sophia Humphrey Carradine 

Sophia Humphrey was born in Emerald Grove, WI, on 
February 11, 1861. Her parents were Mahlon Malcom 
Humphrey and Lucinda Davis Humphrey. Sophy was 
the fifth child out of nine. She grew up in Emerald 
Grove WI. She was proud of her Humphrey ancestry, 
which included Revolutionary War heroes. Her son, 
Mahlon, applied for membership in the SAR in 1920.  
The most famous ancestor was Colonel Cornelius 
Humphrey, 1735-1802. 
 
Sophia, also known as Sophy, married Hector N.B. 
Carradine of Monroe WI in 1892. They lived most of 
their life in Monroe. He was elected Green County 
District Attorney in 1918 -1924.  Prior to becoming 
D.A., he was an attorney in Monroe. 
 
Sophy and Hector had two children, Mahlon born in 
1893 and Gerald born in 1898. Both boys served in 
army. Gerald died in 1918 in France, after being hit by 
a high explosive shell.  
 
Mahlon became an attorney, married Lulu McNitt of 
Brodhead, and. lived in Brodhead. He was married in 
1921. Four months later, he was visiting his parents in 
Monroe, became despondent and shot himself to 
death. He died March 22, 1922 in his parents’ home. 
His obituary states that he had been ill for a week pri-
or to his death. He was valedictorian of his 1910 Mon-
roe High School class. Lulu remarried in 1936 to Mer-
ton Mattison of Brodhead. She passed away in 1938. 
 
The Harradine’s lived in Monroe until Hector passed 

away in 1930. They lived at 817 10
th
 Street in Monroe. 

After Hectors death, Sophy moved to Janesville to be 

close to her family. She died in 1944. The Carradine 

family is all interred in the family plot at Greenwood 

Cemetery, in Monroe WI. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hector & Sophia 
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The Adair Brothers in the Civil War 
By Ginny Gerber 
 
Three sons of my 3

rd
 great grandparents, John Adair and 

Nancy (Martha) Simpkins from Green County enlisted as 
soldiers in the Civil War. They had emigrated from Kent 
County, West Canada (Ontario) between 1852-1855 and 
settle in Jordan Township. Ezra, the oldest, was born 
December 1840, Charles ca 1842-1843 and Alexander 8 
April 1844.  
 
Ezra Adair - "Lucky to Survive the Civil War" 
Ezra Adair's captain, O. F. Pinney, wrote home after the 
battle at Chaplin Hills that he was "the luckiest man in 
the world" to have survived.

1
 That had to be the senti-

ment of Ezra Adair and all the soldiers in Green County's 
5th Battery of Wisconsin Independent Light Artillery dur-
ing the Civil War.  
 
Governor Alexander Randall had commissioned Oscar 
F. Pinney to raise an artillery battery. Patriots spoke at 
rallies throughout Green County to encourage young 
men to enlist. Possibly Ezra attended one of those ral-
lies. In Helen Bingham's "History of Green County, Wis-
consin 1877" she states, "Farm boys of Cadiz, Clarno, 
Mt. Pleasant, Monticello, Adams, Jordan, Jefferson and 
Sylvester signed up as patriotic soldiers to man the 5th 
Battery."

2
 Ezra enlisted on 17 September 1861 and two 

days later his brother, Charles, enlisted. Along with about 
150 other Green County men they left for Camp Utley in 
Racine, WI, where they trained and drilled from early 
October 1861 until March 1862. On March 19, 1862 they 
embarked on a march that did not end until 3400 miles 
later in June of 1865.  

I recently attended a small Civil War reenactment at 
which they demonstrated the shooting of a cannon that 
would have been similar to what the men in the 5th Bat-
tery would have been responsible for. It took six men to 
shoot the cannon, each with an assigned job to complete 
the task. These men would have had to been very disci-
plined to continue the task in the chaos of a smoke filled 
battlefield. In battle, Ezra would have had other responsi-
bilities than shooting cannons. If the guns were to be in 
position for an extended time, log breastworks were built; 
outside berms for protection against incoming "freight" 
needed to be built; abatis* needed to be cut from trees 
and limbs stuck into the ground with the points facing the 
enemy. The axe and shovel were important tools of war. 
But life in the 5th Battery was not all battle and there was 
camp life in between.  

The 5th Battery was responsible for the artillery which 
was mainly cannons, but also included limbers** with the 
ammunition and supplies. A large battery wagon held 
about 125 items, including such things as carpenter's 
and saddler's tools, oil, paint, spokes, harnesses, axes, 
spades, tarps, spare gunner's supplies and forage for the 
horses.  Another limber pulled the blacksmith’s forge 

The Adair Brothers—contd 

 loaded with horse shoes, nails, hardware tools and 
spare repair items. They were responsible for the care 
of about 140 horses and mules which required constant 
care. When the forage became scarce they foraged 
from fields under the displeasure of the land owners. 
Even for themselves, a pig, cow, or chicken would be 
reduced to meat or stew. These young farm boys loved 
milk and often bought it from farmers, but sometimes 
they (and maybe even Ezra) would milk a tame cow 
right in the field leaving a farmer to wonder why his 
cow's milk supply was so low.  
 
Sickness was a problem and bedridden soldiers were 
nursed by their buddies. More soldiers died from dis-
ease than bullet. When they were in good health they 
practiced firing drills three times a day. Reading books 
and writing letters was important, but mail call was the 
big event. Ezra and Charles both desired to have that 
connection with home and loved ones.  

The most difficult battle for Ezra had to be the Battle of 
Stones River. "The day after Christmas, Pinney and his 
men moved out with 47,000 Union troops on a rare win-
ter assault to drive the Confederate army from the area 
near Murfreesboro, Tennessee, to secure more open 
supply lines to Nashville....on December 31, engaged 
furious combat..."

1  
At the end of this three day battle 

Ezra learned that his brother, Charles, had been killed in 
battle and their captain had been wounded and left be-
hind to be captured. Captain O. F. Pinney died of his 
wounds in February. After a battle the men had the hor-
rible job of finding and bringing in the wounded and 
identifying and burying the dead. How much more horri-
ble when you also have to bury your brother? 

Ezra went on to fight other battles throughout Georgia 
including the Siege of Atlanta and the Siege of Savan-
nah.  On 9 April 1865 Lee surrendered to Grant at Appo-
mattox Court Houses. 14 April 1865 Lincoln was assas-
sinated. The soldiers wept openly. On 24 May 1865 Ez-
ra Adair and the 5th Battery of Wisconsin marched their 
last march together as part of the Grand Army of the 
Republic in The Grand March through Washington, DC. 
Ezra returned to Wisconsin and mustered out on 6 June 
1865. 

He returned to Green County and married Elizabeth 
Cummins Sparks on 13 August 1865. Three sons, Har-
vey, Charles and Alexander were born to them while 
living in Green County. By 1872 Ezra had moved his 
family to Kansas where his son, Ezra, was born and four 
daughters, Maud, Josephine, Bertha and Elizabeth. 
While in he rents farmland and becomes an expert well-
driller. By 1890 he owns a farm in Afton, Sanborn, South 
Dakota and he has taught his son, Harvey, the well-
drilling trade. He dies on 17 September 1902 and is bur-

ied in Esmond, Kingsbury, South Dakota.      contd 
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The Adair Brothers—contd 

*Abatis - a defensive obstacle formed from rows of tree 
branches, with an end of each branch facing outward 
toward the enemy 

**Limber - a two-wheeled vehicle pulled by horse to 
which a gun or caisson may be attached 
 
1. Figi, Matt. "Oscar F. Pinney, Citizen Soldier." Bugles, 
Bayonets & Beyond: Green County and the Civil War. 
Ed Tom Howe. Spring 2015, pg 39-42. 
2. Roth, Nathan.  "Farm Boys Artillery Men" (Monroe, 
Wisconsin: New Life Press, 1997); Green County Gene-
alogical Society, pg 3. 
 
Charles Adair Served in the Same Battery as his 
Brother 
 
Charles Adair enlisted in the 5th Battery of Wisconsin 
Independent Light Artillery with his brother, Ezra. The 
Civil War came in August 1861 and Charles enlisted on 
19 September 1861, two days after his brother had en-
listed.  
 
During the first week in April 1862 they faced their first 
battle at Island #10, a confederate stronghold in the Mis-
sissippi River that cut off Union movement on the river. 
Their artillery had not yet arrived so in preparation for 
battle they built earthworks for gun positions and main-
tained camp life. Hard work, boredom and disease were 
faced as the battle raged in the distance. Their captain, 
Oscar F Pinney, wrote home "I can hear a cannon every 
half minute and that shake the ground where we are".

1  

 

They moved on to Pittsburg Landing to support the un-
ion troops following the Battle at Shiloh. From May to 
August the 5th Battery supported troop movements in 
Tennessee and Mississippi and faced weeks of diarrhea 
from contaminated water supplies and poor sanitation.

2
 

In October the 5th Battery found themselves in a posi-
tion at the extreme front in the Battle of Perryville 
(Chaplin Hills). Captain Pinney would order his men to 
lie down during the fight which certainly saved lives. The 
canons became so hot that a cease fire had to be or-
dered but they saved McCooks Corps from being de-
stroyed.

1 

By mid-November, the campaigns in Kentucky and Ten-
nessee were winding down and the 5th Battery went into 
winter camp near Nashville. They had been assigned to 
General William S. Rosecrans' Army of the Cumberland. 
On a rare winter assault they moved out with 47,000 
troops to drive the Confederate army from the Murfrees-
boro, Tennessee area. On December 31 they engaged 
in furious combat near Stones River. So many artillery 
horses were killed that men were pressed into service to 
move five of the battery's six guns. The battle raged for 
three days.

2 

The Adair Brothers—contd 

War changes things fast. Captain Pinney was wounded 

at Stones River and later died. Private Charles Adair 

was killed in battle at Stones River on 31 December 

1862. His brother, Ezra, would go on without him to start 

the march known as "Sherman's March to the Sea" 

1. Roth, Nathan. "Farm Boys Artillery Men" (Monroe, 
Wisconsin: New Life Press, 1997); Green County Gene-
alogical Society,  pg 12-26.  
2. Figi, Matt. "Oscar F. Pinney, Citizen Soldier." Bugles, 
Bayonets & Beyond: Green County and the Civil War. 
Ed Tom Howe. Spring 2015,  pg 39-42. 
 
Alexander Adair Served in a Different Regiment 
 
While Ezra and Charles served in the same company, 
the 5

th
 Independent Battery, Wisconsin Light Artillery,  

Alexander enlisted in the 18
th
 Regiment Infantry, Com-

pany B on 16 November 1861, about 2 months after his 
brothers had enlisted. His regiment left Milwaukee, WI 
on 30 March 1862. He fought in the Battle of Shiloh and 
the siege of Corinth, Mississippi. During July and August 
he did duty in Bolivar, Tennessee. During this time he 
developed lung disease and mustered out on 18 Sep-
tember 1862. This may have been pneumonia which 
was a common and serious ailment amongst the sol-
diers. But Alexander’s Civil War story does not end 
here.  

In my research I found that an Alexander Adair from 
Monroe, Green County, Wisconsin had enlisted on 7 
November 1862 with the 31

st
 Wisconsin Infantry Regi-

ment, Company G. This would have been about 6 
weeks after he had mustered out of the 18

th
 Infantry 

Regiment. I had a difficult time connecting this record to 
my Alexander Adair but felt that it was unlikely that there 
were two Alexander Adairs from Monroe, WI. It didn’t 
make sense that all his records referred to his service in 
the 18

th
 Infantry Regiment and never to the 31

st
 Infantry 

Regiment until I had found an image of the roster for the 
31

st
 Infantry. Alexander Adair is listed as mustered out 

on 23 January 1863 because he deserted. He probably 
did not want that part of his service remembered. I can 
only speculate what may have happened. Was he pres-
sured to re-enlist after his health improved? Did he fear 
going back into battle? Was there a family need or 
emergency back home? I will never know this part of the 
story. 
 
After the war Alexander remained in the Green County 
area marrying Geraldine Osgood on 4 July 1871. By 
1880 they settled in Lafayette County (one county west 
of Green) in the South Wayne area. He worked as a  

 
conted 
 



 

Green County Genealogical Society    May-June 2015 9
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farmer and a carpenter and they had 11 children. His 
wife died on 16 June 1892.  Alexander Adair died on 
15 April 1922 and is buried in the Hoffman Cemetery 
near South Wayne, Wisconsin.  
 
As we commemorate the 150th Anniversary of the 
end of the Civil War we honor all our ancestors who 
courageously fought in this war and left their mark on 
our country.  
 
Originally published on Ginny's Genealogy Gems at 
https://ginnysgems.wordpress.com/ 

 

 

 

What Did Our Ancestors Do Without 

TVs, Computers, and other Electronic 

Gadgets? 

GCGS’s current display . 

 

 

Newspaper Tidbits 
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GREEN COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY PUBLICATIONS 

Shipping and handling—CD’s are $3    Books are $3 for 1st book and $2 for each additional 
 
 
Send check to Green County Genealogical Society, 925 16th Ave, Monroe, WI 53566  Enter quantity you want in 
quantity col.   
You can also order on our website at http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~wigreen   using PayPal. 
 
 
Annual membership is $12.50 per year and entitles members to 10% discounts on publications. 
Year runs from Jan 1-Dec 31. If you wish hard copy, please remit an additional $5.50 to cover postage.  

NAME 
  

ADDRESS 
  

 PHONE 
  

EMAIL ADDRESS 

Total book price Amount paid                    $ 

Membership Amount paid                    $ 

DATE                                         Cash or check #?? Total amount paid           $ 

Quan-
tity 

Publication CD Book 

  1852 Militia Lists     $5 

  Naturalization Book One  CD only $15   

  1873 Green County Atlas with index $15 $15 

  1877 History of Green County, WI.,   $30 

  1877 History of Green County, WI., Index only   $15 

  1884 Green County History  CD only $15   

  1885 Monroe City Directory $15 $15 

  1913 Commemorative History of Green Co Bios and Index EACH  Vol     $30 

  1913 Commemorative History Of Green County Bios and Index  2 vol   $55 

  Prairie Farmer's Reliable Directory of Farmers & Breeders of Green County, 
WI 1919 

  $12.50 

  2000-2005 Monroe Times Obituaries $15   

  Green Co Genealogical Newsletters 2001-2012 with Index coming soon  $15   

  Juda Facts and Photos  reprinted from original 1975 version and includes index   $10 

  CEMETERIES     

  Albany Township Cemeteries $15 $20 

  Cadiz Township Cemeteries, revised edition 2013 $15 $15 

  Calvary, Old Calvary, Poor Farm Cemeteries $15 $25 

 Clarno Cemetery Transcriptions $15 $15 

  Greenwood Cemetery – Brodhead inscriptions $15 $35 

  Greenwood Cemetery, Monroe inscriptions $15 $35 

  Lewis-Jordan Cemeteries $15 $15 

  Monroe-Washington Twnshp Cemeteries – transcriptions $15 $15 

  Mt. Hope Cemetery Photos - Spring Grove tnshp $15 $35 

  Mt Pleasant Township Cemeteries- Highland, Zwinglii, Truax, Trumpy $15 $20 

  Mt Vernon Cemetery – Juda $15 $20 

  Spring Grove Cemeteries-Transcriptions $15 $15 

  Spring Grove Township Cemeteries, Photos $15 $25 

  Twin Grove Cemetery, Photos,Jefferson Tnsp $15 $25 

  Union/Oakley Cemetery Photos $15 $35 
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GCGS OFFICERS 

 

PRESIDENT:  Donna Long Kjendlie  kjendlie@charter.net 

VICE PRESIDENT: Jerry Stabler   

TREASURER:  Lillian Slocum  larslocum@tds.net 

SECRETARY:  Evelyn Crooks  raisinlady69@gmail.com 

 

DIRECTORS: 

Debra Bailey Trail (Webmaster)  dlb56@aol.com 

 

HOSPITALITY   DIRECTORS:     

Sherry Anderegg   sanderegg@tds.net   

Sharon Mitchell    Smitch2416@aol.com 

 

NEWSLETTER EDITORS: 

Debra Bailey Trail   dlb56@aol.com 

Donna Long Kjendlie   kjendlie@charter.net 

 

HISTORIAN:   Evelyn Crooks  raisinlady69@gmail.com 

DOOR PRIZE CHAIR:  Fran Albright franclareall@aol.com 

PROGRAM CHAIR:  Sharon Mitchell Smitch2416@aol.com 

WEBMASTER:   Ginny Gerber and  Debra Bailey Trail 

 

GCGS Meeting and Contact Information: 

info@greencogenealogywi.org 

Website:  http://www.greencogenealogywi.org/ 

 

Meetings are at 10 a.m. on the first Saturday of the month.  They are usually held in the Monroe 

Public Library located at 925-16th Ave.  Monroe, WI.  We are in the community meeting room on 

the second floor. 

We invite you to join us.  

 

Name_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address________________________________________   Email ________________________________________ 

 

City_______________________________________ State____________ Zip__________ Phone No. ___________ 

 

Can we print your name in the newsletter as new member? _____  

 

This is a _______ Renewal  _____ New   ______Sponsored Membership 

 

 I would like to give an additional donation of $________ 

 

What topics are you interested in learning about? ___________________________________ 

 

Your surnames ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Membership Fee  $12.50 (EMAILED NEWSLETTER)  $18.00 (POSTAL NEWSLETTER) 
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Green County Genealogical Society Research Center  
925 16 th Ave. 
Monroe, WI  53566 
 
Hours Tues and 3rd Sat 10-3  
1st Sat 1-3 other times by appt 608-325-2326 

WEBSITE:    http://www.greencogenealogywi.org/ 
EMAIL:        info@greencogenealogywi.org 
 
Contributions to Green County Genealogical Society, Inc. are deductible under section 170 of 
the IRS code.  We are now a 501(c)3 organization.  Please keep us in mind if you have arti-
cles, memorabilia, donations or other gifts in kind. 

Green County Genealogical Society 

925—16th Ave. 

Monroe, WI  53566 

 

                           First Class Postage 


