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Calendar

Field Trips

Meetings
Meetings are held at the Monroe,
WI Public Library at 10:00 a.m. on
the first Saturday of the month.

July 13 Wisconsin State Historical Society
for a day of research – Car pool

August 05—”Marriage Records and Where
to Find Them” by Sharon Mitchell

August 5 In place of meeting, will be
touring Apple River Heritage sites at Elizabeth, IL—see more info further in newsletter

Sept— 02 Great Grandpa Gerdinand Strief
in the Civil War’ by Peter Ott.

August 10 Max Kade, Madison for a tour
and possible research day.

Oct 07 —GCGS Workshop with featured
speaker Maureen Brady

September 14 to be confirmed – Platteville, Area Research Center for tour and
research.

Nov 04—”Why and How to Join a Lineage
Society” - A panel discussion with members.

Dec 02—”Unique Cookie Cutters” by Dr.
Gary Oldenburg

Please let us know if you are interested and
we hope to see you along the research
trail.

Workshops
Save the Date for Fall GCGS Workshop!
On Saturday, October 7, 2017, Maureen
Brady will present four programs: The First
Frontiersmen - The Scots-Irish, Researching
Canadian Records, Researching Religious
Records, and Analyzing Your Research.
The workshop will be held from 8:30 am
(registration) to about 3:30 p.m. in Monroe
Clinic Founders Hall in Monroe, WI. Lunch
will be provided. Details with descriptions of
the programs and the registration form will be
in future newsletters and then posted on our
website—http:/ ww.greencogenealogywi.org/.
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President’s Column

President’s Column—contd

Do you have any plans for your summer research? We have settled into a summer routine at the Research Center. Our summer
schedule includes being open on Fridays
from 1-4 to coincide with the hours of the
Historical Society. It also gives out of town
researchers the opportunity to go to the
court house when it is open. We are also
closed the first Saturday of the month (our
meeting day) so we have the opportunity to
visit historical societies and cemeteries a a
group after our meetings.

Be sure to check out our “Upcoming Events”
for all our activities. We have a field trip
planned for Elizabeth, IL in August and a
Workshop with Maureen Brady in October besides our programs each month.

We are looking forward to our field trip to the
Wisconsin Historical Society. I have some
elusive divorce records I am hoping to find
or to discover the reason they are not where
they are expected to be. As a group we
watched the webinar “Preparing for a Trip to
the Wisconsin Historical Society.” Although
this is a prerequisite for coming to the Wisconsin Historical Society as a group, it is
worth watching even if you are making this
trip on your own. Be sure to print the
handout as it is very helpful as to what is
available. Here is the link to the FREE webinar:
https://www.wisconsinhistory.org/
Content.aspx?dsNav=N:42949638284294963805&dsRecordDetails=R:CS4170
But the most exciting part of my summer
schedule is a research trip to Pennsylvania
with some of the “genealogy gals”. So I am
hoping to discover more about the Poff,
Dellinger, and Shaffer lines of my family.
Now I just have to find the time to do the
preparation work for the trip. Hopefully in the
next newsletter I will have lots of “neat stuff”
to share. If you have a research trip planned
this summer be sure to share your results
with us and we will include it in one of our
newsletters.

Happy Summer Researching!
Ginny Gerber

GENEALOGY TAGLINES












"Bother," said Pooh as the gene pool
sprung a leak!
"I'll be Bach." - Johann Sebastian
Schwarzenegger
#11: Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor's
genealogy!
**QUARANTINED**GENEALOGY FEVER***INCURABLE***
50% of my ancestors were women...
50% of my forefathers were female.
A COMPLETE Genealogy just can't be.
There's always more.
A computer is a typewriter with an attitude.
A cousin a day keeps boredom away.
A family tree can wither if nobody maintains its roots!
A family tree has many branches; not all
have the same last name.

Cont’d.
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Shelf Linings

Trail’s Mix
By: Debra Bailey Trail
How many times have you ever met that person who was interested in their family tree
but said they don’t know enough to get anywhere? Lots I bet. Well, take one of those
people and see what you can do for them.
Recently with permission of my best friend
I’ve taken on this task for her adopted
daughter (age 9). Megan is an open adoption and knows her biological grandfather
and step-grandmother on her mother’s side
(who are awesome people). In preparing for
the “future” who am I question her grandparents and I are working on the family tree.
Grandpa thought he didn’t know enough
about his family and with surname Johnson
didn’t think we could do much.
So I got some basic questions to them and
Grandma typed up (still more to come) the
info. We had the names of the Grandpa’s
dad/mom and grandpa/grandma but little if
any info like dates but estimated a few and
had some location information. Lucky me,
one of the names was Pearl Johnson (male
not female) so that was big opening spot.
Within two hours I had acquired documentation (census, marriage, obit, death info,
tombstones) to take the paternal Grandpa’s
line back another 2 generations complete
with the dates and location for vital statistics.
All done without leaving home or even ordering the vital records as they were online.

I’m not done with this tree of course and I
want to add the maternal Grandma tree too,
however, the end is to encourage others who
think they can’t find information to try. These
days there is lots more on line and available
so you are not required to go visit courthouses in other cities and states.

The Research Center is hopping this summer!!! We have had many visitors that have
found exciting things here. They come from
far and near. They come for a few minutes
and stay for the day.
We have been adding new things each day
we are open. Recently, we acquired some
marriage indexes and some more family genealogies. Both have been useful to our volunteers already.
The Throwback Thursdays were a success
again and we have decided to have them
possibly in the spring. Offering a beginner’s
class is always productive.
An appreciated donation of Brodhead Independent newspapers resulted in filling in
some much needed obituaries for several
years.
Queries continue to come in as does other
research questions to keep our volunteers
busy. Requests come from all over the US.
It is such a good feeling when we are able to
help others.
Many thanks goes out to all of our volunteers. We have hundreds of volunteer hours
each year for a variety of projects. If you are
wondering how you can volunteer, please
email us. We have projects that can be done
from home.
If you are in the area, please stop and visit
us. We would love for you to see our holdings and just say hi!!!

Donna Kjendlie
GCGS Librarian

Happy Hunting
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STEP INTO HISTORY IN ELIZABETH, IL.

.STEP INTO HISTORY—contd.

Our Saturday, August 5 meeting will be a
field trip to Elizabeth, Illinois. (The library
requested to use their meeting room.) We
will have sign-ups at our July 1 meeting to
determine car pools, etc. If you can’t attend
the July meeting and would like to go with
us to Elizabeth (or signed up and are no
longer able to go), please call Sharon (815868-2416) or Donna (608-921-1537) to let
us know. Leave a message if we are not
able to answer.

The Elizabeth History Museum houses
over 4000 local history artifacts including
displays on lead mining and farming and has
an extensive collection of military artifacts.
Special exhibits hold local flavor with artifacts from area businesses, churches and
schools. Donations are accepted.
Those who would like may have lunch at
one of restaurants downtown or you may
bring a sack lunch and eat at the fort or a
park.

Elizabeth has a number of museums that
we can visit – most within a block of each
other. We will start at the Apple River Fort
State Historical Site. The fort was a
stockade built during the 1832 Black Hawk
War (which we learned about from Professor Jung at our October 2015 meeting).
They have living history there on weekends
(unless there is extreme heat). Their interpretive center is open with displays depicting lead mining and native life. Donations
are accepted.

For our antique shoppers, besides a couple
of resale stores downtown, there is an antique mall in a former school. Elizabeth
Grand Antique Co. Mall has three floors
and over 200 vendor booths. (300 N. West
St.)

Sharing the fort’s parking lot is the 1876
Banwarth House and Museum. There we
will step back in time to 1876 during the 40
minute tour. Admission is $5.00 for adults
and also includes admission to the Planetary Studies Earth & Space Museum
which is downtown and has a goal of fostering scientific literacy and interest in the
sciences.
The Chicago Great Western Railway Depot Museum is just down the street
from the fort. A former CGWR station, the
museum focuses on the railroads of northwestern Illinois. They have an extensive
library of over 1000 railroad books and
thousands of railroad artifacts displayed. Donations
are accepted.
Contd.
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WORLD WAR II REMEMBERED

WORLD WAR II REMEMBERED –contd

Author Joy Aavang spoke at the May 6
GCGS meeting. Joy started by sharing the
story of her friend Janina who had been taken at the age of 13 to a slave camp by the
Gestapo. Janina asked Joy to tell her story
so that it never happens again. She gave
Joy the only thing she had from those 6
years – a fork with a swastika on it. They
later learned it had been made in one of
Schindler’s factories.
Joy lived with her grandparents outside London during the Blitz. During the Blitz in 1940
(which lasted 57 straight days and nights)
there were 90,000 civilian casualties –
20,000 killed and 25,000 seriously injured.
Over 18,000 tons of bombs were dropped.
Buzz bombs killed 5479 with an additional
15,934 injured. The bombing continued
throughout the war, although not as concentrated. By the end of the war, 60,558 had
been killed and 86,175 were injured.

Joy’s Grandpa Hallam was gassed while
serving in the British military during World
War I and suffered the rest of his life. As a
result, he was told he could not serve during
WW II, but worked in one of the spitfire factories. Joy and her grandparents lived in a
dangerous area. The town had two factories. Barrage balloons were tethered around
the areas to keep German planes from flying too close. Joy said after the war she
thought about it and it seemed to her that
the barrage balloons would make them a
target since the Germans would know
something important was there. Search
lights helped gunners look for enemy aircraft at night. Guns were mounted on a lorry
(trailer) and driven from one corner to another to give the impression there were
more guns.
Contd.
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Joy didn’t know how her grandmother fed
them. Each person was only allowed the
following rations per week: 3 ounces of
cheese, 2 ounces of margarine, 1 ounce of
butter, 8 ounces of sugar, 4 ounces of tea,
2 slices of bacon, 2 slices of bacon, 1pound
of meat. Each person was allowed about 1
egg per month. Her grandfather thought
they should raise chickens to have their
own eggs. As a result, everyone in the
household had to give up their egg ration. It
didn’t work out. The bombing upset the
chickens so much that they didn’t get eggs
from them. She said the chicken was pretty
tasty, though. Also rationed were candy,
bananas, and oranges and there was no
white bread. She spoke of “Englishmen’s
gold” (tea). Normally they used a teaspoon
of tea per cup and one for the pot. Because
of the rationing, her grandma left the old tea
leaves in the pot to stretch the tea ration.
When her aunt visited she was given a cup
of tea and said it was “just like washing-up
water” (dish water). Clothing was also rationed- each person received 20 coupons
per year. A coat took 18 coupons, a wool
dress 11 coupons, shoes 7 coupons, and
hose 1 ½ coupons per pair.
School was closed at the start of the war
until air raid shelters could be dug behind
the school. Each shelter held two classes
and had no electricity. When they were in
the shelters, her teacher read Biggles
books to them, a series of books about the
adventures of James Bigglesworth, a fictional British pilot. Since they enjoyed hearing the stories, they were almost glad when
the air raid sirens went off. The shelters
were made from corrugated metal covered
with a few inches of soil. Their purpose was
to protect people from shrapnel. (They did
not protect from a direct hit.) Like most families, her grandparents had an air raid
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WORLD WAR II REMEMBERED –contd
shelter in their yard. She remembered
how crowded and uncomfortable it was. A
Morrison air raid shelter was used by
people who could not get out of the house
during a raid. The shelter was like an animal cage. It had a frame with fencing
around it and looked to be about the size
of a coffin. Joy and her grandparents
used it at the end of the war because of
her grandparents’ ailments. She thinks
that may be why she doesn’t like elevators. They could not go anywhere without
their gas mask.
Joy finished school at age 14 1/2 during
the war and got a job for Lloyds of England. It was considered pretty safe since
the office was in the country. One day it
was hit by a B-2 rocket and she lost her
hearing. Her grandfather died at the end
of the war. She and her grandmother
came to Canada to visit Joy’s mother &
half-brother.
By: Sharon Mitchell

Don’t Forget Amazon Will Make
Donations to GCGS through
AmazonSmile
AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon that lets you enjoy the same wide selection of products, low prices, and convenient
shopping features as on Amazon.com. The
difference is that when you shop on AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com), the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the
purchase price to the eligible charitable organization of your choice (that’s us – Green
County Genealogical Society).

Old Postcards/Photos
Do you have old photos or postcards you’d
love to share with us, please sumbit them to
DLB56@aol.com . And if you have a current
picture of the old location that would be fun to
share to.

Ann sharing her memorabilia and chatting
with members.
Green County Genealogical Society
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Postcard Challenge #2 from March-April 2017 Issue.
This is how it looks in 2017. Photo courtesy of Ann Marie Ott. This is New Glarus (which
was mislabeled in that newsletter.

ANN MUELLER’S RETIREMENT
We had a get together to celebrate Ann Mueller’s retirement from the staff of the Library.
We said our goodbyes with gifts and cupcakes. Ann has been a wonderful friend and
help to us at the Research Center. We will miss her.
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POSTCARD CHALLENGE #3
Here you go! Two more postcards. Find pictures of where they would be today and what they
look. Send photo to DLB56@aol.com for next newsletter. Have fun.

Browntown School, 1907.

Recognize anyone in the picture?

Haren’s Grove near Monroe, WI.
Green County Genealogical Society
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JURY DUTY
Ever wonder about jurors back when! Off and on I have found some of old history books that list
residents who have served as jurors. Its another way to pinpoint where your ancestors lived, but
this document is even more fun, it tells how much they were paid for their services.
This record is for one of my ancestors in 1840 who received $2.66.
This record is something I’ve taken to work to share because I work in King County Superior
Court in Washington state and jurors are an important part of the system (well they are no matter
where your court is).

Do you have any interesting records like this you have found? Send a copy and little story about
it to DLB56@aol.com.
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GREEN COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY PUBLICATIONS

Shipping and handling—CD’s are $3

Books are $3 for 1st book and $2 for each additional

Send check to Green County Genealogical Society, 925 16th Ave, Monroe, WI 53566 Enter quantity you want in quantity col.
Annual membership is $15.00 per year and entitles members to 10% discounts on publications.
Year runs from Jan 1-Dec 31. If you wish hard copy, please remit $22.00 to cover postage.

NAME

ADDRESS

PHONE

EMAIL ADDRESS

Total book price

Amount paid

$

Membership

Amount paid

$

Total amount paid

$

DATE

Cash or check #??
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We invite you to join us.
Name_______________________________________________________________________________________
Address________________________________________ Email ________________________________________
City_______________________________________ State____________ Zip__________ Phone No. ___________
Can we print your name in the newsletter as new member? _____
This is a _______ Renewal _____ New ______Sponsored Membership
I would like to give an additional donation of $________
What topics are you interested in learning about? ___________________________________
Your surnames ______________________________________________________________________
Membership Fee $15.00 (EMAILED NEWSLETTER) $22.00 (POSTAL NEWSLETTER)

GCGS Meeting and Contact Information:
info@greencogenealogywi.org
Website: http://www.greencogenealogywi.org/
Meetings are at 10 a.m. on the first Saturday of the month. They are usually held in the Monroe
Public Library located at 925-16th Ave. Monroe, WI. We are in the community meeting room on
the second floor.

GCGS OFFICERS
PRESIDENT: Ginny Gerber
VICE PRESIDENT: Evelyn Crooks
TREASURER: Sherry Anderegg
SECRETARY: Judy Huber

ginny.gerber@gmail.com
raisinlady69@gmail.com
sanderegg@tds.net
jud3939@gmail.com

DIRECTORS—Appointed:
Newsletter—Debra Bailey Trail
Website—Ginny Gerber
Librarian—Donna Long Kjendlie

dlb56@aol.com
ginny.gerber@gmail.com
kjendlie@charter.net

DIRECTORS—Elected:
Program Chair— Sharon Mitchell
Smitch2416@aol.com
Hospitality—Susie Rufener
Sargent at Arms—Jerry Stabler
At Large—Bill Holland, Sandy Wille, Nita Halverson
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Green County Genealogical Society Research Center
925 16 th Ave.
Monroe, WI 53566
Hours Tues and 3rd Sat 10-3
1st Sat 1-3 other times by appt 608-921-1537 (Donna Long Kjendlie)

WEBSITE:
EMAIL:

http://www.greencogenealogywi.org/
info@greencogenealogywi.org

Contributions to Green County Genealogical Society, Inc. are deductible under section 170 of
the IRS code. We are now a 501(c)3 organization. Please keep us in mind if you have articles, memorabilia, donations or other gifts in kind.

Green County Genealogical Society Inc.
925—16th Ave.
Monroe, WI 53566
First Class Postage
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