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 Calendar 

Meetings  

Meetings are held at the Monroe, WI Public 

Library at 10:00 a.m. on the first Saturday of 

the month. 

 

 All meetings are currently cancelled due to 

CoVid 19 restrictions.  Stay healthy. 

Credit Card Payments 
 
We are now able to take Credit Card pay-
ments. Currently we can take credit card pay-
ments for memberships, workshops, and 
some publications. We will be working over 
the next couple of months to make more of 
our products available for credit card pur-
chase. We are also able to receive credit 
card payments for research records also by 
sending an invoice by which credit card pay-
ment can be made. We also will be taking 
credit card payments at the research center/
meetings with a terminal. We are excited to 
provide this service to our members and re-
searchers.  

Green County Surnames List 

 
We are updating the surname listing on the 
web. If you have Green County surnames 
and would like to add yours, please send us 
the information to : 

info@greencogenealogywi.org  with the 
header Surnames. Be sure to check to make 
sure you are not already on the list.  
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Research Center Hours 

Due to Covid 19 restrictions we are 
closed until further notice.  You can 
check on our website too. 

The Green County Genealogical Socie-

ty Research Center will be open to re-

searchers by APPOINTMENT ONLY. 

 

• Appointments available on Mondays 

10:30 am – 3:00 pm (Please consid-

er that if maximum capacity is met 

you will have to wait for entrance to 

the Library) 

• Call Bill Holland (608) 325-2990 to 

schedule appointment 

• Appointments on other days would 

be dependent on volunteer staff 

availability. No appointments on 

Tuesdays.  

• Masks Required (We will have dis-

posable masks available) 

• Door to Research Center will be 

locked. Please knock for entry.  

• Bring your own pens, pencils, paper, 

etc. 
 

 

mailto:info@greencogenealogywi.org


 

Green County Genealogical Society   March—April 2021 2

President’s Message—contd 

completely changed but surprisingly 
(even eerily) some places look very 
much the same. This last week I was 
looking for my aunt and uncle’s 
home in Beloit. I found it easily but 
wondered about the corner store 
down the block. We always went 
down there for milk and, of course, a 
treat. There it was on the corner of 
Royce and Henry and it is still a 
store! It even looks much the same. 
The pictures from Google Earth have 
helped to enhance my stories and it 
has been fun seeing my childhood 
hangouts. Be sure to read my story 
in the newsletter on using city direc-
tories and Google Earth to find the 
house of my first memory. 
We would love to hear about your 
Genealogy discoveries. Write up 
your story and we will share it in the 
newsletter. Happy Researching!! 

 

                                            Ginny Gerber 

 

 

 

President’s Message 
 

Our Research Center remains 
closed to the public because of 
Covid-19 but some of us are able to 
make appointments to get in which 
allows us to handle queries and 
take care of business stuff. Hopeful-
ly as spring approaches and more 
of us receive the vaccination along 
with less community spread we will 
be able to be open again soon.  
 
Once again we are sadden with the 
loss of another member. Jerry Sta-
bler passed away Jan 14

th
. His obi-

tuary is included in the newsletter 
and is also on our website. Because 
of his health Jerry had not been 
able to be involved with the society 
the last few years but he had been 
on our board and was involved with 
the move to our current location. He 
always enjoyed a good cup of cof-
fee!. 

My husband and I received a 
“Mom’s Journal” and a “Dad’s Jour-
nal” as Christmas gifts with the full 
expectation that our 
kids and grandkids 
would have stories to 
read. That has motivat-
ed both of us to write 
our stories! The pro-
cess has brought back 
a lot of childhood mem-
ories and wondering 
what do those places 
look like today. So be-
gan my journey with 
Google Earth and finding my child-
hood places. Some are gone or  
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JERRY—contd 

He returned from the Navy to Brodhead in 
1958. He started working at Arnold Motors in 
Beloit as an auto mechanic. He practiced his 
trade for many years in Beloit, Janesville and 
Madison. He later became service manager at 
Ayres Chevrolet in Brodhead, where he re-
tired in 2001. 
 
Jerry married Donna J. Anderson on Dec. 2, 
1960. They had four children, Debbie Lynn, 
Rick D., Cheryl Jean and Kimberly, who was 
stillborn. Jerry later married Donna R. Libby 
Pelkey Johnson on Oct. 20, 1978; and added 
a stepson, Kris Pelkey, to the family. 
 
He loved to hunt, fish, canoe, hunt for arrow-
heads, rebuild windmills and do woodworking. 
Jerry was also very interested in genealogy, 
and had written several books on his family’s 
history. Jerry liked to sit around the campfire 
at his cabin, on the Sugar River, with his fami-
ly and friends, have a few beers and tell sto-
ries. 
He is survived by his wife, Donna, of Brod-
head; daughters, Debbie Farmer of Belvidere, 
Illinois, and Cheryl (Bret Deremo) Buss of Or-
fordville; stepson, Kris Pelkey of Brodhead; 
grandchildren, Ashley (Nick) Slezak, Jade 
(Mitch) Vowels, Logan (Megan) Buss, Brandi 
(Mitch) Matejka, Conner Gitchel and Zoey 
Pelkey; eight great grandchildren; a sister, 
Mary Hafen of Brodhead; plus many neph-
ews, nieces, other relatives and friends. He 
was preceded in death by his parents; son, 
Rick; a daughter, Kimberly who was stillborn; 
a grandson, Cody Buss; and a sister, Betty 
Everson. 
 
A visitation and services were held Monday, 
Jan. 18, 2021, at Everson Funeral Home, with 
the Rev. Dan Herman officiating. Burial was in 
Greenwood cemetery, Brodhead. 
 
 

IN MEMORIAL:: 

JERRY D. 

STABLER 

Posted 

by RVPEditor / In Independent 

Register, Obituaries / January 

19, 2021 

 

 

Jerry D. Stabler, age 84 of Brodhead, 
died Thursday, Jan. 14, 2021, at Pleasant 
View Nursing Home. He was born on 
March 14, 1936, in Janesville, Wisconsin, 
the son of Marvin and Pauliene (Hyatt) 
Stabler and grandson of Oscar and 
Queen (Dunwiddie) Stabler. He was 
raised on his grandfather’s farm in Spring 
Grove Township, Green County, Wiscon-
sin. He went to Poplar Grove, a one-room 
school for the first eight grades; later at-
tending Brodhead High School and grad-
uating in 1954. 
 

He entered the Navy on Dec. 8, 1954, 
serving his first overseas duty aboard the 
heavy cruiser USS Baltimore CA 68 at the 
end of the Korean War. Later, he served 
two more overseas tours, cruises aboard 
the USS Toledo CA 133 to the Far East 
and Australia. Port-of-calls were to Pearl 
Harbor; Yokosuka, Sasebo, Kobe Shimi-
zu, Yokohama, Nagoya, Shimizu and Na-
gasaki, Japan; Ding-a-ling Bay and Ma-
nila in the Philippine Islands; Buchner 
Bay, Okinawa; Chinhae, Korea; Keelung, 
Taiwan; Hong Kong; and Sydney and 
Melbourne, Australia. He stood at ground 
zero in 1955 where the atomic bomb was 
dropped on Nagasaki Japan on Aug. 9, 
1945. 
 

 

http://indreg.com/author/rvpeditor/
http://indreg.com/category/independent-register/
http://indreg.com/category/independent-register/
http://indreg.com/category/independent-register/obituaries/
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JERRY STABLER CONNECTION 
 
When news of  Jerry’s passing was sent  
out  I started ot with response re my con-
nection to Jerry.  We decided to add a few 
more: 
 
Debra Bailey Trail—Jerry is great grandson 
of Amelia Stahlnecker who is the mother-in-
law of 1st cousin 2 times removed to me. 
 
Donna Long Kjendlie—Jerry and I are fifth 
cousins. 
 
Shirley Jero—My first cousin, Harold Hafen, 
married Jerry’s sister, Shirley Hafen Jero.  
Also Jerry’s first wife, Donna Anderson, was 
my Aunt Sadie (Thostenson) Hafen’s niece. 
 
Evelyn Crooks—I’m not related to Jerry that 
I know of but  I have known him and the 
Hafen family for a long time in Brodhead..  
He was a mechanic in Beloit with my uncle, 
service manager at Ayres for our cars, his 
brother-in-law, Harold Hafer was our dairy 
AI tech; Harold’s son currently lives across 
the street from our farm.  My aunt  went to 
Poplar Grove School with his children. 
 
Judy Huber—I may be the only one who did 
not have ties to Jerry. 
 
Ginny Gerber—I may not be related to Jerry 
but he sure gave all of us some good mem-
ories. I really appreciated all that he gave 
and did for the society. He was already 
missed when his health no longer permitted 
him to be involved. I will always remember 
the last time he was able to come to the 
center and enjoy a cup of coffee with us. 

Trail’s Mix 
 
By  
Debra Bailey Trail 
 
Since retiring on 12/31/2020 I sure can tell 
you I have not run out of genealogy. It is 
almost like it was all just waiting there for 
me.   
 
I have reconnected with one  “cousin” and a 
new one on same lines.  Between the two 
of them I would gather I have gotten 100 
photos and lots of information (obits, birth 
etc).  I am actually behind the eight ball in 
inputting all the information (at least 2 inch-
es of papers information and all the pho-
tos). 
 
I have found two more cousins on different 
tree branches thanks to 23andme.  One is 
tad slow in getting stuff to me and the other 
is even volunteered to go find some places.  
 
Another connection not related is someone 
who is friend of my niece and who I knew 
when she was little too.  Found out she had 
moved to Two Rivers WI and got her to 
agree to try to locate the second tannery 
my ancestors had built there (Wisconsin 
Leather Company).  Well, she did some-
thing I had not thought of; she went to face-
book page for the town and posted a who 
knows where?   I was amazed at the quick 
responses she got that included location, 
some  articles about it, telling me there was 
a kiosk display at the local Park Ranger sta-
tion, etc. 
 
From those leads I contacted the Ranger 
Station.  Within two hours an answer along 
with photos of the kiosk display.  Ranger 
said too big for copy machine so she took 
photos for me!!   There was a photo of tan-
nery and another clue...said photo was part 
of collection at the library.  Fast forward to 
library where I inquired about purchasing 
copies of the photo with answer within 
minutes that said, feel free to download 
them from our website!!!!! 
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Donations through AmazonSmile 

 

AmazonSmile is a website operated by Ama-
zon that lets you enjoy the same wide selec-
tion of products, low prices, and convenient 
shopping features as on Amazon.com. The 
difference is that when you shop on Ama-
zonSmile smile.amazon.com), the Ama-
zonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the 
purchase price to the eligible charitable or-
ganization of your choice (that’s us – Green 
County Genealogical Society).  

 

 

 

 

 

Estate Puzzle from Times.  Answers later in 
newspetter 

 

 

 

Trail’s Mix—contd 
 
Next stop was contacting the church in Mil-
waukee where the ancestors lived and had 
the main Wisconsin Leather Company lo-
cated.  Well, within a few hours an answer 
to my question re any records there.  About 
5 membership cards for family back late 
1800s.  I inquired if the  “how admitted by 
organization” meant were they part of 
building the church.  The Church secretary 
wasn’t sure but thought likely.  She men-
tioned there was a book on church’s history 
if I was interested.  Yes and no charge!!  I 
have plans when the book arrives to send 
a little check donation to the church as a 
thank you. 
 
So, there are some fun things I’ve been ex-
periencing.   And hopefully these will give 
you ideas on where to try for information:  
facebook, websites for churches, libraries 
for photos (besides usual information we 
are after).  Its been great and yes, all the 
photos are probably most fun...seeing an-
cestors!! 
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Newspaper Clippings 



 

Green County Genealogical Society   March—April 2021 7

 

 

. 

 
 

City Directories & Google 

Earth 

 

For Christmas I received a “Mom’s Jour-
nal” with the expectation that those kids 
and grandkids would have some “life sto-
ries”. Now that’s a motivation to not put 
the journal on a shelf but to begin writing! 
 
The first story prompt asked about my 
earliest bike memory but I decided to 
write about my first memory. I very clearly 
remember what the front of the house 
looked like and I knew it was in Ja-
nesville. I had already saved the pages 
from the Janesville City Directory. Ances-
try.com is a great resource for finding city 
directories and libraries often have library 
editions of Ancestry that you can research 
if you do not have a subscription. Also, 
Ancestry offers a 7 day free trial that you 
can use for some concentrated research. 
Just remember to cancel before the end 
of the 7 days. I always save the title page 
to the directory along with the page/pages 
with my ancestor’s information. That way I 
always have the information I need for 
writing my source.  

I had two addresses. From the 1952 city 
directory we lived at 302 Locust St and 
from the 1954 city directory we lived at 
425 Lincoln St. But which address did my 
first memory take place? That’s when I 
decided I would give Google Earth a try. If 
you have a Google Account you can find 
“Earth” listed under your Google Apps 
(the square of 9 dots) or do a search for 
Google Earth in your browser. I used the 
search option (magnify  glass) and en-
tered the 1952 address. An aerial view 
comes up with the location identified with 
a blue bubble. On the lower right of the 
screen are several options to change the 
view. The view I was interested in was the 
street view. I wanted to see what the 
house looked like! I scrolled in on the aer-
ial view then selected the street view. A  
blue line appears on the street. Click the 
screen  and the street  view appears.  

City Directories & Google 

Earth—contd 

I definitely did not remember that house. 
It was not the information I was looking 
for but I wanted to save the information 
since we had lived in this home. Google 
Earth lets you create projects so I created 
this project with my parents’ names. On 
the lower left of the image is a square but-
ton to “Capture This View” so I could save 
the street view to my project. Now all my 
search information was saved. But before 
I went to my next search I really wanted a 
digital image of the house. There may be 
a way to do that in Google Earth (I still 
have a lot to learn) but “Snip & Sketch” in 
Windows 10 makes it very easy to snip 
the picture and save it. So I went on to 
search for my next address. Success! It 
was just as I remembered! I saved the 
search to my project and snipped the pic-
ture to include with my story. Thanks to 
city directories and Google Earth I am 
able to show my family where my first 
memory took place. Here’s my story: 

 

My First Memory 
 
My earliest memory did not have anything 
to do with a bike. We lived in Janesville in 
a duplex. I don’t remember anything 
about the inside of the home but it had a 
front porch that led up to both entrances 
of the duplex. A wood railing on the porch 
separated the entrances.  

We were going to visit our neighbors next 
door. As a 3-4 yr old climbing is part of 
our growing up journey. I stubbornly de-
cided I would climb the railing to get next 
door. Well, the obvious happened….I fell! 
Only I fell and landed on my face and 
knocked my front teeth loose! 

                                          contd 
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City Directories & Google 

Earth—contd 

According to Janesville 
city directories in 1952 
we were living at 302 
Locust St and in 1954 
we lived at 425 Lincoln 
St. After checking out 
the addresses on 
Google Earth my fall 
happened at 425 Lin-
coln St. We lived on the 
right side. Take a close 
look and the railing is 
still there in 2020.  

 By:   

Ginny Gerber 

 

 

 

POSTCARD 

This is a German made postcard writ-
ten to Alice Hale, Humbird , WI.  Post-
marked Chicago IL., 
April 01, 1911 with a 
one cent postage  
stamp.  The design is 
outline in gold gilding.  
Message on back 
reads: “Aunt Eva is 
sending you and 
Catherne something 
nice—Love from Mom-
ma,.” 
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Shelf Linings 

Winter is still bearing down on us.  We 
will remember in the coming years, when 
it was nice to see 30 degrees instead of -
9. At this time, we still do not have a time 
that we will be able to get back into the 
research center.  We do try to get an ap-
pointment weekly to go in to check mail 
and be sure everything is ok in the room. 
 
It is a good time for everyone to take a 
look at their own personal genealogy. Re-
cently, some of the paid sights have of-
fered free time on their web sites.  If you 
haven’t had a chance to try them, take a 
look. Be careful though if you have to 
“sign up” and they want your credit card. 
If you do not cancel within the time slot, 
you will be charged. Recently, something 
similar happened when a site was tried.  
It was impossible to save the material 
without having to add to “their” tree. 
There was some good material there and 
it could possibly have been printed out 
and scanned into the genealogy program 
that you are using.  A cancellation was 
made pronto!! 

Shelf Linings—contd 

Genealogy is a great way to make the 
time go faster, especially, when surfing 
on the web.  It is fun to see what is out 
there. Many helpful hints for the beginner, 
intermediate and even the more experi-
enced. I could list many sites, but they 
are easily found depending on what you 
need. 
 
It is hoped that we will soon be back into 
the research center to once again work 
on our projects and be able to help re-
searchers and also allow visitors. 
 
Happy researching 
 

Donna Kjendlie 
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GREEN COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY PUBLICATIONS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shipping and handling—CD’s are $3    Books are $3 for 1st book and $2 for each additional 
 
Send check to Green County Genealogical Society, 925 16th Ave, Monroe, WI 53566  Enter quantity you want in quantity col.   
 
Annual membership is $15.00  per year and entitles members to 10% discounts on publications. 
Year runs from Jan 1-Dec 31. If you wish hard copy, please remit $22.00  to cover postage.  

NAME 
  

ADDRESS 
  

 PHONE 
  

EMAIL ADDRESS 

Total book price Amount paid                    $ 

Membership Amount paid                    $ 

DATE                                         Cash or check #?? Total amount paid           $ 
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GCGS OFFICERS 

 

PRESIDENT:  Ginny Gerber    ginny.gerber@gmail.com 

VICE PRESIDENT:  Donna Kjendlie  genysearcher@gmail.com 

TREASURER:  Suzann Holland   suzann@suzannholland.com 

SECRETARY:  Evelyn Crooks   raisinlady69@gmail.com 

 

 

DIRECTORS—Appointed: 

Newsletter—Debra Bailey Trail    dlb56@aol.com 

Website—Ginny Gerber    ginny.gerber@gmail.com 

Librarian—Donna Long Kjendlie   genysearcher@gmail.com 

 

DIRECTORS—Elected: 

Program Chair—  

Sargent at Arms— 

At Large—Bill Holland, Sandy Wille, Nita Halverson, Jean Homan 

 

 

Hospitality—Tamae Morrison   tmorrison3918@gmail.com  

GCGS Meeting and Contact Information: 

info@greencogenealogywi.org 

Website:  http://www.greencogenealogywi.org 

 

Meetings are at 10 a.m. on the first Saturday of the month.  They are usually held in the Monroe 

Public Library located at 925-16th Ave.  Monroe, WI.  We are in the community meeting room on 

the second floor. 

We invite you to join us.  

 

Name____________________________________________________________________ Date:_________________ 

 

Address________________________________________   Email ________________________________________ 

 

City_______________________________________ State____________ Zip__________ Phone No. ___________ 

 

This is a _______ Renewal  _____ New   ______Sponsored Membership 

 

 I would like to give an additional donation of $________ 

 

What topics are you interested in learning about? ___________________________________ 

 

Your surnames ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Membership Fee  $15.00  (EMAILED NEWSLETTER)  $22.00 (POSTAL NEWSLETTER) 

 

I do ____  do not ____ give my permission to have my information printed in any handouts, newsletters or publica-

tions that GCGS may develop.  If the box do not is not marked permission is granted. 
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Green County Genealogical Society Research Center  
925 16 th Ave. 
Monroe, WI  53566 
 
Hours Tues and 3rd Sat 10-3  
1st Sat 1-3 other times by appt 608-921-1537  (Donna Long Kjendlie) 

WEBSITE:    http://www.greencogenealogywi.org/ 
EMAIL:        info@greencogenealogywi.org 
 
Contributions to Green County Genealogical Society, Inc. are deductible under section 170 of 
the IRS code.  We are now a 501(c)3 organization.  Please keep us in mind if you have arti-
cles, memorabilia, donations or other gifts in kind. 

Green County Genealogical Society Inc. 

925—16th Ave. 

Monroe, WI  53566 

 

                           First Class Postage 


